Chapter 1 Study Guide
‘A Place Called California’

· Geography is the study of Earth and the things on it.

· A region is an area with common features that set it apart from other areas.

· A border is a line people agree on to separate one place from another.

· Landforms are the shapes that make up the Earth’s surface.  
Mountains and hills are examples of landforms.

· Wetlands are lands that are damp much of the time.  Swamps and marshes are two kinds of wetlands.

· A delta is an area of land at the mouth of a river.

· A tributary is a body of water that flows into a larger body of water.

· Rural = of the country.

· Urban = of the city.

· The Pacific Coast is the region where San Diego, Los Angeles, and San Jose are all located.

· The Pacific Coast Region has over one-half of California’s total population.

· The coast is land that lies next to an ocean.

· Joshua Tree National Park is located in the Desert Region.

· A desert is considered an area that gets less than 10 inches of rain a year.

· Most of California’s farmland lies in the Central Valley.

· Yosemite National Park is located in the Sierra Nevada mountain range.
· John Muir explored the Sierra Nevada in the 1800’s and founded the Sierra Club.

· A fault is a crack in the ground caused by the moving of Earth’s plates.

· The San Andreas Fault is the line formed by two of Earth’s plates, where many earthquakes occur.

· The Richter Scale is used to measure how strong an earthquake is.

· In 1906, an earthquake and fire destroyed most of the city of San Francisco.

· Buildings constructed on rock are safer during an earthquake.
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