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Chapter 4 Study Guide

 ‘Europeans Explore California’
1. Europeans explored the Americas searching for a sea route to Asia.

2. Christopher Columbus was an Italian sea captain who landed on islands in the Caribbean Sea, thinking that they were the Indies in Asia.

3. A conquistador was an explorer who planned to seize land by force.

4. Cortes defeated the Aztec and founded New Spain.

5. The Aztec were eventually defeated when Cortes came back with more soldiers and weapons, along with fatal diseases brought by the Spanish.

6. A colony is a place that is ruled by another country.

7. Juan Cabrillo and Bartolome Ferrelo led the first expedition of Europeans to explore California.

8. The main purpose of Cabrillo’s expedition was to find the Strait of Anian, the Spanish name for a believed (but non-existent) sea route through North America.
9. A viceroy is a ruler picked by a king.

10.  An expedition is a journey of exploration.

11. Sea travel along the California coast was difficult for Cabrillo, because of difficult sea and wind currents, and dense coastal fog banks.

12.  Cabrillo did not complete his expedition because he died after a serious fall.

13.  Early explorers consistently missed discovering Monterey Bay and San Francisco Bay, due to heavy fog, bad weather, and the rocky and dangerous coastline. 

14.  Francis Drake landed in Coast Miwok territory in 1579.

15.  The purpose of Drake’s expedition was to find the Northwest Passage, the English name for a believed (but non-existent) sea route through North America, and to annoy the King of Spain.

16.  A galleon is a big, heavy ship with many decks for carrying cargo.

17.  Manila galleons sailed between the Philippines and New Spain.

18.  Manila is the capital of the Philippines.
19.  Lines of latitude and longitude are imaginary lines on a map that tell the location of a specific spot.

20.  Lines of latitude and longitude are important because they provide every place on Earth with an “address”.
21.  The equator is the starting point for measuring latitude.
22.  The prime meridian is the starting point for measuring longitude.

23.   The Spanish brought back silks, jewels, spices, and pottery from the Philippines.

24.   Francis Drake stole treasure from the Spanish.  It weighed 60,000 pounds!
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