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Chapter 2 Study Guide
‘Californians and Their Environment’
· Climate is the pattern of weather in a place over many years.

· Temperature is a measure of how hot or cold the air is.

· At higher elevations, the temperature is generally cooler.

· Precipitation can fall as rain, snow, sleet, or hail.

· The Desert Region gets little precipitation because the mountains block the wet air.

· The Pacific Coast Region has a mild climate because the ocean keeps the

temperatures on nearby land from getting too hot or cold.

· The ocean doesn’t warm up quickly from the sun’s heat because of two reasons: 
 1) Much of the heat is reflected back, 2) Much of the heat is used up in      evaporation.
· An area located in a rain shadow receives little precipitation.
· Natural resources are things found in the environment that people can use.

· Population is the number of people who live in a place.

· Environment is the surrounding in which people, plants, and animals live.
· Fuel is something burned to create energy.

· Minerals are metals or rocks found in the earth.
· A renewable resource is a natural resource that can be renewed, or replaced (sun,

wind, wood, etc.)
· Non-renewable resources cannot be replaced.

· Human resources are the knowledge, skills and energy of people.

· Human resources are needed to make natural resources useful.

· Conservation means using resources without wasting them.

· Using something again instead of throwing it away is recycling.

· A few ways that citizens try to conserve resources in California:

Plant trees; walk or use public transportation; recycle and reuse containers/bags; turn off lights, computers, stereos when not in use; don’t run water when brushing teeth.
· It is important to conserve resources because there is a limited supply, and if we

don’t conserve, many resources will run out.

· Pollution is anything that makes air, water, or soil dirty or unsafe to use.
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